[Changes of telomere length in human nasopharyngeal carcinoma].
Using Southern hybridization, we analysed the telomere length from thirty patients with nasopharyngeal carcinoma and demonstrated telomere reduction in these individuals when compared with their age-matched controls. Of the 30 samples, 16.67% had telomere elongation, 76.67% had telomere reduction and 6.67% exhibited equal lengths as compared with the controls. Analysis of leukocytes from 30 controls indicated that the telomere length decreased (average 39 base Pairs Per year) with aging and a statistically significant correlation between the length and age was noted (r = -0.3913, P < 0.05). These results suggest that the consequences of telomere shortening in nasopharyngeal carcinoma may lead to chromosome instability.